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Art Unit: 2644 

1 . Claims 1, 4-19, 28, 32-36, 39 and 40-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, 
as containing subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. 

In figure 1, the applicant has disclosed adjustment control 16 for controlling gain 14 and 
delay 12. However, it not clear how an amount of a delay or gain is responsive to human operator 
adjustment . It is not clear what "human operator adjustment" means. Clarification is required. 

Correlation circuit which has been claimed in claims 8-17, 28, 32-36 and 39 do not read 
on figure 2. 

In claim 39, the applicant has claimed step a) include "pitch correction". However, it is 
unclear to the examiner how the delaying of step a) include pitch correction as claimed. 
Clarification is required. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 40-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kirby. 
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Regarding claim 40, Kirby discloses a cancellation circuit responsive to the talent signal 
(12) to delay the talent signal (22) and to gain adjust the talent signal in delayed or undelayed 
form in a variable gain circuit (32 and 38) thereby providing a cancellation signal (output of 38), 
with the amount of at least one of the gain responsive to the mix minus signal (feedback loop 
from output of 40) and; a combining circuit responsive to the feedback signal and the cancellation 
signal to provide the mix minus signal (40). 

Regarding claim 43, a cancellation circuit responsive to the talent signal (12) to delay the 
talent signal (22) and to gain adjust the talent signal in delayed or undelayed from in a variable 
gain circuit (32 and 38) thereby providing a cancellation signal (output of 38) and; a combining 
circuit responsive to the feedback signal and the cancellation signal to provide the mix minus 
signal (40). 

Regarding claim 44, Kirby discloses a cancellation circuit responsive to the talent signal 
(12) to delay the talent signal (22) and to gain adjust the talent signal in delayed or undelayed 
from in a variable gain circuit (32 and 38) thereby providing a cancellation signal (output of 38), 
with the amount of gain responsive to the mix minus signal (mix minus signal is fed back to the 
filter ) and; a combining circuit responsive to the feedback signal and the cancellation signal to 
provide the mix minus signal (40). 


Regarding claim 46, Kirby discloses delaying the talent signal (12) by an amount of the 
first amount (22); adjusting the level of the talent signal in delayed or undelayed form (32 and 38) 


Application/Control Number: 08/824,496 
Art Unit: 2747 


* 

Page 4 


and providing a cancellation signal in response to the delayed form thereof (output of 38) and 
providing the mix minus signal in response to the feedback signal and the cancellation signal 
(output of 40). 

Regarding claim 49, Kirby discloses delaying the talent signal (12) by an amount of the 
first amount (22); adjusting the level of the talent signal in delayed or undelayed from in a variable 
gain circuit (32 and 38) and providing a cancellation signal in response to the delayed version 
thereof (output of 38); automatically varying the delay amount of step a) from the expected value 
to the first value and; providing the mix minus signal in responsive to the feedback signal and the 
cancellation signal(output of 40). 

Regarding claim 50, Kirby discloses delaying the talent signal (12) by varying delay (22); 
adjusting the level of the talent signal in delayed or undelayed from (32 and 38) and providing a 
cancellation signal in response to the delayed from thereof (output of 38); in the adjusting step b), 
automatically changing the amount of the level in response to the mix minus signal (mix minus 
signal is fed back to the filter) and; providing the mix minus signal in response to the feedback 
signal and the cancellation signal (output of 40). 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 to 53 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be directed to Minsun Oh Harvey whose telephone number is (703) 308-6741. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bill Isen, can be reached at (703) 305-4386. 


Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist) 


Any inquiry of general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 


number is (703) 306-0377. 



MINSUN OH HARVEY 
PPIMARY EXAMINER 


